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Transfer of the Managing Director’s responsibilities to Michael Steidl from David Allen has now been completed, with the actual
office move to Vienna taking place at the end of January.
Official contact details remain the same, with the Windsor
address and telephone number remaining in operation
until further notice.
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initial approval of their Election Markup
Language.

RadioTVNewsML - during the Autumn
Meeting it was proposed to use the name
Broadleaf for the RadioTVNewsML system.
Unfortunately subsequent investigations
have revealed that this name is already in
use as a Trademark (by Sycamore
Networks), so another effort will have to be
made to find a suitable name for the
system. Initial applications are planned to
start this Spring and further feedback from
users, and other interested parties, would
be welcome.
News Management :the possibility of pro-
viding users with a profile of the type of
service being supplied by an information
provider is under investigation. This will
probably be achieved by addition of new
NewsItemType and should not require any
DTD changes. Use of a system of “Adviso-
ries” to allow more comprehensive man-
agement of news items is under
consideration.
News Metadata :efforts are underway to
develop a TopicSet for geographic regions
which will be appropriate for news applica-
tions. As normal, a series of proposals for
additions to the Subject Reference System
(SRS) have been submitted for considera-
tion. The intention is that this will be
achieved following the update procedures
detailed in the SRS Guidelines.
NITF Maintenance Working Party: Incre-
mental development of the NITF in re-
sponse to user needs continues, and
internationalisation of the standard has
been identified as an important area need-
ing attention. As part of this a method of
handling a Japanese requirement for
“Ruby” (a particular form of annotation) has
already been identified, with the necessary
changes to the DTD being developed. A
number of other detail changes have been

proposed, along with changes to the docu-
mentation - specific information is available

on the www.nitf.org site under the “docu-
mentation” heading.

Chinese NewsML
Activity by the Chinese NewsML community continues to run at a high level
with a seminar being held in Beijing during December to help further
encourage interest in the standard within China.

The two-day programme included a series of presentations and discussion panels
covering NewsML itself, recent developments, research, practical applications and
tools, and the specific value of NewsML in the Chinese context. Among the
speakers were a number of regular participants at the IPTC meetings - David Allen
(in one of his last presentations as IPTC Managing Director), Kelvin Holland (Press
Association), and Masaaki Sugimoto (Chunichi Shumbun) - along with
representatives from the Chinese NewsML
community, universities, system developers and
users.

The organisers reported that there were
around 200 registrations for the symposium,
though (as
normal) it seems
that not all
participants
attended on both
days. According
to Jussie Chan
(the CINTEC
delegate to
IPTC) it
appeared that
many of the
participants were
aware of the
NewsML standard before they attended the symposium. They were glad to have a
chance to obtain firsthand updates of the trends and applications of NewsML from
IPTC members and experts. Interests in the standard varies a lot: as a data
exchange format among applications; as a data storage format for content
management system; and as part of the solution for smoothing the workflow of
news production and delivery.

Based on previously released software, CIDAX (Corporate Information Digital
Archive in XML) is an integrated set of tools that manages everything from editing,
to storing to delivering NewsML documents. Tools include: COMPOSER - for
automatic conversion of content to NewsML format; MARKER - for addition of
subject reference and meta content including keywords, name entity, location and
organization; DATABASE - stores the content in NewsML format; NAVIGATION &
EXPORT - allows browsing and searching of the NewsML Database and exported
through different channels in various formats; and READER - a user-friendly
interface for viewing the content and structure of a NewsML document.

In addition the Chinese NewsML Community have translated the IPTC Subject
Reference System into Chinese. The translated version is now available for
consultation and trial on their web site www.cnewsml.org - any comments would be
welcome.
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Left: demonstration at the
Beijing seminar. Below:
speakers and panel members.

Happy Birthday!
Considering the amount effort put
into development of XML applications
by IPTC, it may come as a surprise to
realise that the XML standard is only
celebrating its fifth birthday in
February 2003.

IPTC quickly appreciated the
potential of this standard with the
XML version of the NITF being
released in October 1998. This was
followed by NewsML with work
starting in 2000 and the
(comprehensive and complex)
standard being released a year later.
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